
 

 

 

 

 

January 10, 2025 

The Honorable Chiquita Brooks-LaSure 

Administrator Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services  

The Hubert H. Humphrey Building 

200 Independence Ave. SW 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

Dear Administrator Brooks-LaSure, 

 

I am writing to advocate for Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital (EBCH) to retain its designation as a 

Critical Access Hospital (CAH) under Medicare regulations. Located in St. Louis County, Minnesota, 

EBCH plays an indispensable role in delivering healthcare services to our region. Its continued 

designation as a CAH is critical for the health and well-being of my constituents and the surrounding rural 

communities. 

 

Recently, your agency informed EBCH that it no longer qualifies for CAH status due to reclassification 

under Core Based Statistical Area designations. However, as detailed below, EBCH meets the criteria for 

urban-to-rural reclassification under federal regulations, and I urge CMS to approve its application to 

maintain its CAH status. 

 

Under Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 485.610(b) and 42 CFR 412.103, a hospital 

may be treated as rural if designated as such by state law or regulation. Minnesota statutes section 

144.147, subdivision 1, and 144.148, subdivision b.1, classify rural hospitals as those located in 

communities with populations under 15,000 outside the seven-county metropolitan area. EBCH’s location 

in Ely, Minnesota, a community with a population well under 15,000, falls squarely within this definition 

of rural. Furthermore, Minnesota’s definition of rural hospitals aligns with federal regulations, ensuring 

EBCH’s eligibility under Criterion 2 of 42 CFR 412.103. 

 

Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital serves as a lifeline for its community, offering essential healthcare 

services to a geographically isolated region. Its rural designation is not merely a technicality, it reflects 

the real challenges of providing care in an area with limited access to other medical facilities. Losing 

CAH status would severely jeopardize EBCH’s ability to sustain its operations, compromising healthcare 

access for thousands of residents in northern Minnesota. 

 

EBCH plays a vital role in providing healthcare services to the residents of my district. Retaining its CAH 

designation is crucial for ensuring the hospital's continued viability and its ability to serve the healthcare 

needs of the community. For these reasons, I request that CMS grant EBCH's application to retain its 

CAH status. I appreciate your attention to this urgent matter and look forward to your response by 

January 31, 2025. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Pete Stauber 

Member of Congress 


